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of the army on the other side, he called a halt, and,
saying that he could not march any further until he
had been joined by the detachment of 150 Europeans and
400 sepoys whom he had left at Dowlatabad, he sent
express orders to this body of troops to join him at once.
On their arrival the march was continued, and therefore
when the army arrived at Hyderabad Bussy had the whole
of his force with him ready for any emergency. Here
he found a letter from Lally ordering him to march at
once with the whole of his force, leaving only sufficient
for the defence of the coast settlements, and to join Lally
immediately by way of Masulipatam.

It will not be difficult to understand the dismay and
the disappointment with which Nizam Salabut Jung
received this news. He had come to regard Bussy
with his French army as his only help and saviour, He
was surrounded by enemies, conspiracies, and intrigues,
and he knew that his own brother Nizam Ali was only
waiting for an opportunity to make another attempt
for his throne. But Bussy's orders were peremptory,
and he could only obey. Before Bussy left, Nizam held a
large Durbar, at which he embraced Bussy with every
show of affection and grief ; he called him the Guardian
Angel of his life and fortune, and foreboded the unhappy
fate to which he would be exposed by his departure.
(Orme, Book* IX.) This foreboding was unfortunately
destined to prove true, as we shall see hereafter, and
though Bussy promised that he would return, when the
Nizam said good-bye to him, he did so for ever. Bussy
never again set foot in the Deccan, and left the country
where for nearly seven years he had enjoyed a series of
victories and successes for another scene where the fortunes
of war had reserved for him nothing but defeat and dis-
grace. The whole of the French forces left with Bussy